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Headline: CAT-TOT roaming deal progresses
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CAT-TOT
roaming deal
progresses

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom and TOT Plc are negotiating
a possible network roaming agreement
to share infrastructure with each other
ahead of their concessionaires’ expiring
mobile concessions.

As part of the deal, CAT expects to
conclude a new third-generation network
contract with its concessionaire True
Corporation during the third quarter to
replace the existing one.

After the new contractis finished, the
network owned by True subsidiary BFKT
under the existing contract will be opened
for other operators to use it.

TOT, the concession owner of mobile
leader Advanced Info Service, is planning
to set up its own subsidiary called Tower
Co to provide a network rental service
for its existing second-generation infra-
structure to all operators.

CAT chief executive Kittisak Sriprasert
said TOT proposed its intention two
weeks ago to CAT of a possible network
roaming collaboration for mutual benefit.

TOT says it will become the strongest
network service provider for 3G and 4G
after the collaboration with CAT.

Mr Kittisak said CAT, meanwhile,
expects to become an engineering oper-
ations company instead of a marketing
firm.

CAT is focusing on four business

News ID: C-120730001075 (30 Jul 12/05:54)
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groups: international internet gateway,
mobile network, national data centre
and cloud computing.

TOT board chairman Panthep Cham-
rasromran said the roaming plan is
expected to speed the service of TOT'’s
3G nationwide.

Ttwould also consolidate the existing
2G telecom networks of CAT and TOT
and provide rental services to other oper-
ators, he said.

Mr Kittisak added that the new 3G
network contract with True is likely to
be filled with important items, including
anew 3G business model, financial fore-
casts, frequency and network capacity
usage, and maintenance.

The new draft contracts will require
approval by the CAT board before passing
to the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Ministry for consider-
ation and then finally the full cabinet.

CAT’s board will meet on Aug 8 to
consider the draft of the new contract.

Under the draft, True will become
one of the mobile virtual network oper-
ators for CAT.

But True is determined to move ahead
with its 3G network amendment to com-
ply with the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications  Commission’s
order.

The company said in a release that it
had no acknowledge about the new draft
contract as reported in the media.

But it warned that a new contract to
replace the existing one should not hap-
pen because the contract between True
and CAT was in compliance with telecom
law and legitimate.

“‘Our contracts were proved by many
investigative agencies,” True said. “The
NBTC also agreed to allow True to only
amend the six issues in the contracts,
not change it all.”
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NBTC wants post-concession guidelines ;
to be ready by mid-September

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISH TOOMBUM

. THENATION

The more than 18 million subscribers of
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co (DPC) are

- expected-to learn before the middle of

September this year how they will be taken

' care of when the concessions of these two .
~ cellular operators end on September 15,.

2013.
The National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission's telecom

committee has ordered a subcommittee to

complete the guidelines on this issue before

Septermnber 15 this year, said an NBTC source.
The plan has to be complete one year in
advance of the expiry of the concessions.

TrueMove and DPC hold CAT Telecom con-
cessions. TrueMove has about 17 million sub-
seribers and DRC almost 80,000.

The NBTC source said the telecom commiit=
tee had also'drawn up the terms of reference
to hire an adviser to study the economic
value of the 1,800-megahertz spectrum to
back up the legitimacy of its claim to retrieve

~ the spectrum from CAT for reallocation once

the TrueMove and DPC concessions end. The
adviser will focus on the scenarios of whether

‘the spectrum is reallocated by the NBTC or is

used by CAT to provide its own service.
Under the NBTC spectrum management
master plan, both state agencies are obliged
to returf their concessioned spectra to the
comm|55|on for reallocation once their con-
cessions.end. However, CAT and TOT want to
keep the spectra to generate their own rev-

- enue in future, and have asked the
' Information and Cormmunications

Technology Ministry for support on the mat-
ter. CAT will also consult the Couneil of State,
A telecom analyst said that if CAT and TOT

could keep their spectra, the state agencies
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would probably allow the existing telecom - {

operators to utilise them via wholesale or
mobile-virtual-network-operator contracts..
This could provide an upside for the telecom *
operators, as there will likely be no upfront
fee for entering the contracts with CAT or
TOT, unlike in the spectrum auction.

Earlier this year the NBTC office worked out -
seven options to deal with TrueMove and
DPC concessions. One is that the watchdog

. would bring back their 1,800MHz spectrum

from CAT for auction. The auction would take

place before the concessions end and after . i

the NBTC auction of the 2.1-gigahertz spee- |
trum bands. TrueMaove and DPC also have to
propose to the watchdog their own measures: |

to deal with the concessions' termination. "

The NBTC will auction the 2.1GHz spectrum.
in October.

Another option is that the NBTC extends
TrueMove's and DPC's concession terms by
two years to give them time to transfer their
subscribers to other networks. But that might
breach the Telecom Business Act, which
allows private concession holders to operate
only until the concession ends.

The other option is that the NBTC devises a
special measure to enable them to continue
offering service for two more years during
which they will transfer customers to other
networks. However, the NBTC has to make
clear first whether TrueMove and DPC would-
still have to pay concession fees to CAT dur-
ing this special period, The other cellular

| operators might lack incentive to expand

their networks to serve customers migrating
from TrueMove and DPC as they face the
expiry of their own concessions.

CAT earlier told the NBTC that it should be
allowed to continue providing service on the:
1, 800MHz spectrum to TrueMove and DPC
customers for a certain period after their:
concessions end. ,
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