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OCT 17 “TENTATIVE
DATE' FOR BID

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The National Broadcastingand Telecommunications
Commission has set October 17 as the tentative date
for auctioning the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum, which
could be followed by an auction of the 1,800-mega-
hertz spectrum in the first quarter of next year, an
NBTC source said yesterday.

However, it remains to be seen whether the com=
gmission will beable to get back the 1,800MHzspegs
“frum from CAT Telecom forauctioning once thecon~
. cesstons of cellular operators TrueMove and Digital .
“Phone Con(DPC) ander the spectiim: end iy

September next year.

Like fellow state agency TOT, CAT wants to keep
itsspectrum after the two concessions expire, instead
ofhanding it over to the regulator. CAT has also con-
sulted with the Information and Communications
Technology Ministry on the matter.

A source at the NBTC said that if it were unable
togetback these concessioned spectrafrom CAT and
TOT, it might require them to payfor the lost-oppor-
tunity cost of not being able to reallocate them for
other parties. ‘

! Anotherpossibilityisthat it might allow CAT and
TOT to retain their concessioned spectra until 2018
and then take them back

CAT and TOT for reallocation at that
time. However, this option

want to keep isunlikelyonlegal grounds,
the source added.

the spectl’a The NBTC telecom
" committeeisexpected next
as Income- week to appointasubcom-
. mittee to handle the
ge“eratlng approaching concession
expirations of  both

sources Of TrueMove and DPC.
their own A telecom analyst con-

siders that the auction of
the 1,800MHz spectrum
will see fierce competition
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among bidders, given there will only be a combined
25MHz bandwidth available in the auction from
TrueMove and DPC, againstlarge spectrum demand
from the three major cellular operators.

Besides the concessions of TrueMove and DPC,
CAT owns the 1,800MHz and 850MHz concessions
of Total Access Communication (DTAC), which end
in 2018. TOT owns the 900MHz cellular concession
of Advanced Info Service (AIS), which expires in
2015.

TheNBTCsourceadded that TOT and CATwould
enjoy excessive spectrum bandwidth if the NBTC
were unable to bring some of them back for reallo-
cation.

TOT owns 17.5MHz of the bandwidth under the
900MHz spectrum of AIS. CAT owns 256MHz of the
bandwidth of the part of the 1,800MHz spectrum of
TrueMove and DPC combined, 50MHz bandwidth
of DTAC’sshare of1,800MHzand 10MHz bandwidth
of DTAC's 850M 1z,

CAT and TOT wanttokeepthe concessioned spec-
tra as'income-generating sources of their own in the
wake of the loss of huge concession revenue from
2014, when they will start passing all concession
income to the state coffers, as required by the fre-
quency allocation law.

Apolitical attempt is also being made to have both
state agencies retain their spectra in order for them
to generate huge revenue.

However, the watchdog wants to reallocate their
concessioned spectrato ensure theindustry's efficient
spectrum use.

According to the NBTC's spectrum management
master plan, which came into effectin April, all state
agencieshavetoreturn their concessioned spectrafor
NBTC reallocation once the concessions expire.

They can keep the spectrawith no expiration date
for certain periods, which are a maximum of 15 years
forstatetelecomagencies, 10 years for state TV agen-
cies and five years for state radio agencies.
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CAT to allow other MVNOs 3G access

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom plans to offer other mobile
virtual network operators (MVNOs) the
chance tojointly provide third-generation
wireless broadband services along with
TrueMove once the state telecom enter-
prise amends its existing 3G network
contracts with the latter.

The plan would allow MVNOs — com-
panies that provide services but do not
have their own licensed frequency or
network — to jump on to CAT’s 3G
bandwagon for the 850-MHz frequency.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
ordered CAT on June 20 to amend its 3G

network contracts with True Corporation
within 30 days to comply with Section
46 of the Frequency Allocation Act of
2010. This act requires licence holders
and spectrum owners to manage spec-
trum rights on their own.

If CAT is unable to comply and amend
its contracts, it could ultimately face the
revocation of its 3G licence from NBTC,
which would have massive implications
for TrueMove and its customers.

Kittisak Sriprasert, CAT’s chief execu-
tive, said it was in talks with True about
the amendment of the contracts, and
things are going well.

“We have asked True to relocate the
network operations centres to CAT’s

facilities within three months in order
to allow us to fully manage them, as per
NBTC'’s requirement,”” he said.

Mr Kittisak said True is willing to
comply with the requirement, and said
it needs to discuss with its engineers
whether the relocation can be finished
in time.

Once the contract amendments are
accomplished, he said True's subsidiaries
Real Move and Real Future will imme-
diately become MVINOs for CAT provid-
ing 3G service on the 850-MHz frequency.

Mr Kittisak said CAT also plans to
offer other MVNOs 2G services on the
1800-MHz frequency after TrueMove’s
concession expires next year.
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