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Col. Dr. Natee
Sukonrat’

Dedicated to work with NBTC

Dr. Tanee said his main responsibility is to
stimulate Thailand to obtain 3G and 4G
technology in order to create greater opportu-
nities for Thais, particularly in remote areas.

Dr. Natee was a senior engineer for Qualcomm Inc,
the US telecommunication company that owns the
rights to CDMA, a fundamental component of 3G
and has also worked as a consultant to private tele-
communication companies in Thailand including
Thaicom and CAT Telecom. Dr. Natee has worked
hard trying to help implement a 8G network in
Thailand but commented that he was disappointed
with the lack of progress and indicated that Thailand
has lost a major opportunity to further develop one
of the main infrastructures of the country.

He studied telecommunication and satellite com-

-munication all his life and received a doctoral degree

in this field. On his return, Dr. Tanee wanted to help
Thailand develop its internet network and eventually
become a member of the broadeasting sub-commis-
sion of the Office of the National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and is
now the Viee-Chairman of the NBTC and Chairman
of the National Broadeasting Commission.

Dr. Natee said his main responsibility is to stimu-
late Thailand to obtain 3G and 4G technology in
order to create greater opportunities for Thais, par-
ticularly in remote areas.

“In fact, 3G is all about high-speed communica-
tion that allows different kinds of services. The global

Walteh State of The Nation every Sat & Sun 20:00 -
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expanston of broadband networks s a key infrastruc-
ture development and a vital benefit for the people.
As a consequence, it will help other sectors such as
health care and education to develop.”

Other countries are now using 3G technology and
upgrading to 4G, while Thailand has fallen behind.
Dr. Natee believes that Thailand should operate a
8G network before or at the same time as upgrading
to 4G because people need to learn this technology.
Also by having 8G available, it will help the transi-
tion to 4G technology, which has a higher cost and
is currently limited in its availability. .

“Most people think that 3G is a network for mo-
bile phones and are not aware of the true benefits of
38G. They think that getting licensing approval for
3G is not important or wrgent - and that is wrong.
3G service will help people to have a better life and
private businesses and the public sector will decrease
their communication costs and increase their com-
petitive efficiency.”

Dr. Natee said NBTC must continue to push the
country to allocate the necessary resources to develop
a 3G network. In fact everyone must all support the
work of this concerned organization if Thailand is
to achieve its true competitive potential.

*60 Ieonic Thais chosen by Nation Group's editors
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WHAT YOU MISSED: Croatian forward Nikica Jelavic, right, celebrates after a goal during the Euro 2012 Italy vs Croatia match at the Municipal Stadium in Poznan, Poland.

Regulator says level playing field
a must to avoid Euro row repeat

The saga over the broadcasting rights to the football tournament has caused consternation and confusion
among fans and NBTC'’s broadcasting head Natee Sukonrat says it’s all due to a loophole in the system
ready for exploitation and that a new game plan is needed By Voranai Vanijaka

\ . he controversy surrounding
the broadcasting of Euro
2012 matches has swept pol-
itics from front pages and
left millions of frustrated
fans demanding to know:

What happened to my football?
The answer can be traced back to when
GMM Grammy first bought the rights to

ON THE BALL: the competition from the Union of Euro-
Football-loving monks pean Football Associations (Uefa).
ensure they won't Grammy acquired the rights to boost the
miss any of the Euro market share of its new satellite TV com-
Q, > [ 2012 games by buying pany GMM Z, which requires viewers to
v 'U;\ B a Grammy set-top box. buy a dedicated 1,590 baht set-top box.
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... both Grammy and
TrueVisions have their
reasons for doing what
they did. The NBTC
cannot touch licensing
arrangements between
private companies.
We're only responsible
for consumers' rights

Grammy also sub-licensed Euro 2012
broadcastrights to Channel 3, Channel 5
and Modernine TV, on a revenue-sharing
basis.

Meanwhile, the country’s biggest pay-
TV operator, TrueVisions, which failed
to secure rights to Euro 2012, discovered
that even though it rebroadcasts free TV
channels — including Channel 3, Channel
5 and Modernine TV — Grammy would
not allow it to show the football.

This is when the trouble started. Sub-
scribers were up in arms that even though
they paid for a service that included the
free TV channels, they would not be >

TUNED IN: Natee Sukonrat, head of the NBTC’s

broadcasting committee.
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» able to watch Euro 2012.

Following the intervention of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) a compromise was finally
reached, with Grammy agreeing to make the
games available to TrueVisions.

However, before this arrangement could
go ahead, permission would be required from
Uefa.

In a statement Uefa said that TrueVisions
earlier had the opportunity to acquire the
rights directly from the football authority and
that GMM Grammy delivers greater free TV
exposure in Thailand through the sub-licensing
of rights to free TV.

It concluded by saying that Uefa was happy
with the current arrangement, which means
in effect, the sports body said no. TrueVisions
was denied the rights to broadcast the com-
netition, leaving about two million subscribers

mable to watch their favourite European
1ational teams battling it out on the pitch in
he comfort of their own homes.

Spectrum spoke with Natee Sukonrat, head

)f the NBTC’s broadcasting committee, and
isked him to explain what went wrong and
10w to make sure it doesn’t happen again.

0, what went wrong?
Competition is a normal thingwhen everone
soperating under a fair set of rules. However
ve don’thavea setof rules, and we haven’t
or 15years. Thereisaloophole.

Nowwe have a TV pool, which is a collection
f different cable operators, and we have RS
’romotions and GMM Grammy joining the
ray. Grammy wants a share of the market, to
1ave a viewer base, so they are using this
oophole. They know there will be liberalisation
)f cable and satellite TV, so they want an easy
vay into the market.

Grammy buying the rights to broadcast

Euro 2012 to create a viewer base is something
we can accept, and it's OK if they don’t let
everyvone watch it. They could restrict it to
just 20 people in their families — and that
would be OK too. However, what they did
was in a grey area, not covered by anyrules.
They made Euro 2012 available to free TV
channels, which use public airwaves; therefore
evervone must be able to watch; that’s the
concept of free TV. But our free TV uses the
analogue system, so Grammy said they are
not responsible for satellite viewers. In effect,
they said ‘You cannot watch Euro 2012.'

Did Grammy say people cannot watch, or was it Uefa?
I think the truth is that Grammy did business
in this grey area. They want to sell their box.
They also want ad revenues from free TV. In
truth, for free TV, everyone should have access
without worrving about licensing rights. Every-
one has the right to watch free TV without
paying.

Page: 2/4

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com




Section: SPECTRUM/ -
Bangkok POSt Date: Sunday 17 June 2012

Volume: - No: - Page(s): 3(Full Page), 4, 5
Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 302.50 Ad Value: 453,750 PRValue (x3): 1,361,250 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000 .. . . .
Ad Rate: 1,500 Headline: Regulator says level playing field a must to avoid Euro row repeat

/

So do you think this is Grammy’s strategy against
TrueVisions because it wants to become a cable
operator inthe future?

Ithink they [Grammy and TrueVisions] tried to
negotiate at the beginning. But TrueVisions
took the view thataslongasit’son free TV,
then everyone should have the right to watch,
without restrictions. On the other hand, Grammy
and free TV are saying they are not restricting
analogue TV viewership, everyone has access.
However, they have no responsibility for, and
are not licensed to be accountable to digital
TV. So that’s the situation. Grammy is saying
B theyhave sub-licensed the rights to free TV,
and anyone else must negotiate on a case-by-

Grammy said they have
no responsibility for
satellite viewers. In
effect, they said "You
cannot watch Euro 2012'

case basis — effectively that TrueVisions must
come to a separate deal.

So nobody is in the wrong, because there are no rules?
Yes, both Grammy and TrueVisions have their
reasons for doing what they did. The NBTC
cannot touch licensing arrangements between
private companies. We're only responsible for
consumers’ rights. So we stayed away from the
beginning, but kept awatchful eye. Then, at
the beginning of June, TrueVisions sentusa
letter explaining the situation, and on the sixth
we deliberated. We can’t do anythingwith
Grammy because we have no authorisation.
We can only deal with TrueVisions and free TV
which have licenses to broadcast from us.
Grammy is the content owner.

But it seems consumers are blaming TrueVisions for
this, is that fair?

In the decision we made on the sixth, we
demanded free TV keep to the practice of allow-
ingall consumers to view all content. Also,
TrueVisions must follow through on its promise
toits subscribers to air the football matches.
On the seventh, TrueVisions and free TV came
in for a talk. Free TV insisted that it would do

4 (___T -— —
I' ’ ' 1 | ] I | il F everything we asked of the companies, however

SHUT OUT: TrueVisions subscribers were leftin the dark following Uefa’s decision not to allow the if the licence holder [Grammy] wants to protect
company to screen Euro 2012 matches.
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LAST RESORT: Following Eufa’s decision to quash a deal between Grammy and TrueVisions, indoor aerials are the only alternative for TrueVisions subscribers who don’t want to buy a Grammy set-top box.

itsrights, then free TV must abide by their
decision. As for TrueVisions, their advertising
binds them, so we insisted that they do whatever
they could to allow consumers to view the
content they promised. Butwhen the Euro
2012 started on Jun 8, the games weren't shown.
TrueVisions couldn’t keep its promise to viewers,
sowe fined them.

Some say 20,000 baht per day is rather a paltry sum?
The law says 20,000 baht per day is the maximum
fine, that's all we can do. But I think they are
appealing the decision. We don't know yet
what's going to happen. But the real cause of
these problems is Grammy.

You're saying Grammy is to blame?

Well, they are the licensees. We don’t have
authority over them and we knew that forcing
TrueVisions to negotiate with them wouldn't
getresults. Consumers’ rightswould continue
to be violated. So we told Grammy indirectly

thatifin the future, when we move to a digital
system, they ask foralicence, theiractions in
the pastwhich may have violated consumers’
rights may play a role in our decision on whether
to grant them a new digital license.

But according to news reports, Grammy and TrueVisions
reached acompromise to allow TrueVisions to broadcast
Euro 2012, but it was Uefa that blocked the agreement,
saying it was happy with the current arrangements.
Well, that's something they can argue about
later. The NBTC does not care aboutlicensing
issues. We're responsible only for consumer
protection. Licensing issues are something
Grammy and TrueVisions have to fix. We're
only concerned that everybody gets to watch.
Sowe told all parties involved — including free
TV, TrueVisions and Grammy — to watch what
they do, to be transparent, to not interfere with
fair competition and to be responsible to con-
sumers and society.
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So here we are, two million subscribers staring at
black screens. What'’s next?

The first thing is the transition to digital TV.
This will create opportunities for more free-to-
air TV stations. The license for free TV will
specified a ‘must carry’ clause, the basic service
that all viewers must receive. The licence for
pay TVis the basic service, thatis free TV, plus
whatever options subscribers pay for. So by
law, every operator will carry free TV and there
will only be the digital system, so everyone can
have access to the basic services, no matter
what.

When will this be come into effect?
In August, this year. m
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