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PARTNERS FACE PUSH ON FEE ROW

 USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THENATION

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-

munications Commission will call on CAT"

Telecom and Real Move to clear up their dis-

‘pute with it on phone-number fees today.

Real Moves' third-generation cellular
service, under the CAT-True partnership, is
facmg a shortage of phone-number alloca-
tions. Recently the NBTC’s number allocation
committee declined to approve an addition-
al 1.75 million numbers to CAT, which it
would pass on to Real Move. Real Move is
CAT’s 3G service provider under the True

. Move H brand.

NBTC said it could not allocate the new
numbers after CAT’s refusal to pay an over-
due fee of Bt6 million to the watchdog for the
first lot of 1.75 million numbers granted to

. CAT. The payment was due in April.

CAT claimed the fee payment was pend-
ingthe completion of probes by state author-
ities into the legality of the deals it made with
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True Corp for a 3G service partnership.
Settapong Malisuwan, chairman of the

NBTC’stelecom committee, said the problem

should be cleared as soon as possible. Both

parties must work out a solution.

Real Moveis targeting 4 million customers

~ this year, up from the current 1.7 million.

NBTC has twice ordered its licence hold-
er CAT to pay the overdue fees, plus a fine of

2 pericent of the fee for the 1.75 million num-

bers, worth Bt3 million per month.
CAT had requested about 5 million mobile-
phone numbers this year for Real Move. The

‘watchdog approved only 3.5 million.

Real Moveistargeting 4 million customers
this year, up from 1.7 million at present.

Meanwhile, the NBTC is set to finish the
draft of 3G auction licences ready for a pub-
lic hearing this July. .

Settapongsaid the telecom committee was
expected to decide on the reserve price for 3G
licences early next month and would com-
plete an information memorandum by the
end of June.
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InTouch plans
TV licence bid

Company in critical
transition to digital

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

InTouch Plc plans to bid for broad-
casting licences to operate three ter-
restrial digital TV channels.

It expects to invest about 9 billion
baht in the acquisition of the licences
and the establishment of the channels.

Formerly known as Shin Corporation,
InTouch is going through a critical tran-
sition from analogue to digital.

Through Advanced Info Service Plc,
its mobile phone unit, InTouch is
preparing to bid for a third-generation
(3G) licence to provide mobile broad-
band services on the international
2100-megahertz frequency standard.

Thaicom Plc, its satellite business
unit, is on the verge of launching its
first satellite in 2014.

Executive chairman Somprasong
Boonyachai said InTouch intends to

bid on three licences to provide com-
mercial digital TV service.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
plans to hold a digital TV licensing
auction in August 2013.

“Under the rules, InTouch needs at
least three licences for operating three
channels,” he said.

Mr Somprasong added the jump into
digital TV is initially aimed at exploring
viewer behaviour in order to identify
marketing positions for each TV chan-
nel.

The company is considering news,
sports, drama and game shows for its
channels.

Mr Somprasong insisted that
InTouch will not get involved in the
business of producing shows. It will
instead cooperate with providers.

The broadcasting master plan took
effecton April 4. The 2012-16 roadmap
calls for the local broadcasting industry
to become fully digital.

He said InTouch, through Thaicom,
plans to bid for an infrastructure licence

News ID: C-120530001067 (30 May 12/05:17)
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to provide the network for digital TV
broadcasting.

Mr Somprasong, who has worked
for more than two decades at the group,
founded by ousted prime minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra, said InTouch is now
entering a new era.

“This is very challenging,” he said.

In another development, InTouch
yesterday established its new Invent
venture capital project. It is aimed at
supporting the group’s IT-related busi-
nesses and local SMEs involved in IT,
telecommunications and media.

Mr Somprasong said the company
plans to commit 200 million baht to
venture capital this year. It is looking
at businesses worth at least 5 million
baht.

“We have no intention of holding a
majority stake in any deal,” he said.

Qualified partners need to have a
minimum 20% share in a market worth
at least 1 billion baht. The candidate
must also have registered capital of
more than 50 million baht and revenue
of at least 100 million baht a year.
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INTOUCH DIVERSIFIES, LAUNCHES
BT200M VENTURE CAPITAL FUND

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

InTouch yesterday launched its
Bt200-million venture capital fund,
InVent, to invest in the information-
technology, broadcast content,
telecommunication and mediabusi-
nesses.

As partofits strategy of diversify-
ing its portfolio, the holding compa-
ny will also enter the bidding for ter-
restrial digital TV broadcasting
licences.

Somprasong Boonyachai, chief
executive officer of InTouch, which
was formerly known as Shin Corp,
said the fund was aimed at support-
ing small and medium-sized enter-
prises that complement his compa-
ny’s businesses, which spantelecom-
munications through Advanced Info
Service to media and IT through
Thaicom.

The company is in talks with 10
high-potential Thai SMEs in busi-
nesses including digital TV, mobile
applications and cloud computingon
injecting about Bt million into each
of them. The company would also
assist them with market access.

News ID: C-120530003030 (30 May 12/06:20)
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The funding would be from three

- to five years, depending on the spe-

cific business plan.

Fortheterrestrial digital TV busi-
ness, InTouch wants three channels,
focusing on news, sports and enter-
tainment. ]

“We haven't reached a conclusion
on the investment in the digital TV
business as yet, since we have to wait
for the regulations from the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission,” he said.

The NBTChassaiditplanstohold
the auction for terrestrial digital TV
early next year, with about 50 UHF
(ultra-high frequency) channels up
for grabs.

Theventure-capital platform will
also help InTouch expand into the
digital TV business by offering
enriched content, applications and
technology, Somprasong said.

“I'm highly confident in the digi-
tal TV business, as it’s the right time
to invest during the NBTC's ‘open
skies' poliey,” he said.

InTouch hashad priorbroadcast-
ing experience operating iTV, a free
TV station, which Shin shut down
with losses in 2007.
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